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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are 

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

1 . Claims 1 , 4, 7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Igarashi et al (Igarashi), U.S. Publication No. 2001/0053694 in view of 
Brandenberg et al (Brandenberg), U.S. Patent No. 6,834,195. 

Regarding Claims 1 and 4, Igarashi discloses a method for differentially 
implementing functions of the mobile communication terminal according to a class of a 
user, comprising the steps of: setting at least one condition for selecting at least one 
function in order to differentially implement the at least one function according to the 
class of the user [0072] and informing the user of a change in the at least one function 
available to the user after a change of the user's class (the authorization controller 
informs the user, [0247]). 
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Igarashi fails to disclose activating a menu for selecting the at least one function 
available to the user when the at least one preset condition is met and applying the 
change in the at least one function available to the user to the mobile communication 
terminal. However, according to Igarashi in paragraphs [0065, 0066 and 0069] it is 
obvious that if a user has met a preset condition based on their service profiles that 
certain menu options will be available and applied for the particular service and as their 
profiles change due to the triggering of events so will the menu options. Therefore, at 
the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to activate and apply the menu options available to the user based on their class or 
service. 

Igarashi further fails to disclose a method and apparatus wherein the steps are 
performed by the mobile terminal. However, in the same field of endeavor, 
Brandenberg discloses a method and apparatus for scheduling presentation of digital 
content on a personal communication device. Brandenburg further discloses a method 
and apparatus wherein the mobile terminal determines whether a service is provided to 
an individual user according to their class (the software scheduling agent resides on a 
client device to provide digital content that would most likely be relevant or interesting to 
the user based on their contextual profiles; Col. 2, line 61 -Col. 3, line 25 and Col. 26, 
lines 12-17). Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to have the mobile terminal make the decisions, for this 
would lessen the burden on the network. 
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Regarding Claim 7, Igarashi discloses a mobile communication terminal for 
differentially implementing at least one function according to a class of a user, 
comprising: a memory (service control database) for storing at least one preset 
condition for selecting the at least one function in order to differentially implement the at 
least one function according to the class of the user [0092]; and a control section 
(authorization controller) for activating the at least one function available to the user 
when the at least one condition stored in the memory is met [0181 and 0182]. 

Igarashi further fails to disclose a method and apparatus wherein the steps are 
performed by the mobile terminal. However, in the same field of endeavor, 
Brandenberg discloses a method and apparatus for scheduling presentation of digital 
content on a personal communication device. Brandenburg further discloses a method 
and apparatus wherein the mobile terminal determines whether a service is provided to 
an individual user according to their class (the software scheduling agent resides on a 
client device to provide digital content that would most likely be relevant or interesting to 
the user based on their contextual profiles; Col. 2, line 61 -Col. 3, line 25 and Col. 26, 
lines 12-17). Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to have the mobile terminal make the decisions, for this 
would lessen the burden on the network. 

Regarding Claim 9, Igarashi discloses the mobile communication terminal 
according to claim 7, wherein said control section detects a change in the class of the 
user and, if there is a change in the at least one function available to the user due to the 
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change in the user's class, informs the user of the change in the at least one function 
and applies the change to the mobile communication terminal [0244-0248]. 
2. Claims 2, 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Igarashi and Brandenberg. 

Regarding Claim 2, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg discloses the 
method according to claim 1 as mentioned above. The combination fails to disclose 
wherein the step of informing the user comprises receiving a text message indicating 
the change in the class of the user from a mobile service provider. However, Igarashi 
does mention the authorization controller notifying the user by means of a response 
message [0247]. As well known in the art, messages can be sent in various different 
forms (voice or text). Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art as a courteous to inform the user by means of 
voice or text messaging to indicate any change in service. 

Regarding Claim 10, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg discloses the 
mobile communication terminal according to claim 9 as mentioned above. The 
combination fails to disclose wherein said control section receives a text message 
indicating the change in the class of the user from a mobile service provider and detects 
the change in the class of the user. However, Igarashi does mention the accounting 
controller notifying the authorization controller when the user has exceeded their allotted 
service usage amount [0354 and 0355]. As well known in the art, notifying means can 
be in the form of voice or text. Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to notify the control section within a 
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mobile service network to allow for the necessary service changes to be applied due to 
the user's change in class. 

Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg discloses the 
mobile communication terminal according to claim 9 as mentioned above. The 
combination fails to disclose wherein said control section activates a menu for selecting 
the at least one function that becomes available due to the change in the class of the 
user. However, Igarashi does mention the control section (authorization controller) 
making a determination whether the services should be authorized based on the user's 
service control data [0244-0247]. It is obvious that if the services are authorized this will 
include activating the menu options associated with the services authorized. Therefore, 
at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to have these menu options readily available to the user due to their change in 
class. 

2. Claims 3, 5, 1 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Igarashi and Brandenberg in view of Wilkinson, U.S. Patent No. 
6,907,225. 

Regarding Claim 3, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg discloses the 
method according to claim 2 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein said text message includes a 
service code corresponding to the at least one function that changes due to the change 
in the class of the user. 
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In a similar field of endeavor, Wilkinson discloses a selective media capture via a 
communication device. Wilkinson further discloses wherein said text message (the 
server module sends a response inherently by means of voice or text to the capture 
module), includes a service code (password) corresponding to the at least one function 
that changes due to the change in the class of the user (Col. 7, line 40-Col. 8, line 5). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide a simple password to the user to allow access (by choice) to 
the services available to them. 

Regarding Claim 5, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg discloses the 
method according to claim 4 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein the step of applying the 
change in the at least one function comprises further comprises: requesting the user to 
input a sen/ice code corresponding to the at least one function that becomes available 
due to the change in the class of the user; and receiving the service code input by the 
user in response to the request. 

Wilkinson discloses wherein the step of applying the change in the at least one 
function comprises further comprises: requesting the user to input a service code (the 
server module sends a response to the capture model that a password is required, the 
user is then prompted) corresponding to the at least one function that becomes 
available due to the change in the class of the user; and receiving the service code 
input by the user in response to the request (Col. 7, line 65-Col. 8, line 5). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to request the user to input a code to access the available services. This 
allows the user to choose whether or not they want the service once it becomes 
available them. 

Regarding Claims 11 and 13, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg 
discloses the mobile communication terminal according to claim 10 and 12 as described 
above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein said text message includes a 
service code corresponding to the at least one function and wherein said control section 
requests the user to input a service code corresponding to the at least one function that 
becomes available due to the change in the class of the user and receives the service 
code input by the user in response to the request. 

Wilkinson discloses wherein said text message includes a service code 
corresponding to the at least one function (the capture module or control section 
receives a message, voice or text, from the server module requesting a password) and 
wherein said control section (capture module) requests the user to input a service code 
(password) corresponding to the at least one function that becomes available due to the 
change in the class of the user and receives the service code input by the user in 
response to the request (Col. 7, line 65-Col. 8, line 5). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to allow the control section to request and receive the password by means 
of different messaging techniques for a smooth and efficient process. 
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3. Claims 6, 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Igarashi and Brandenberg in view of Vanttila et al (Vanttila), U.S. Patent No. 
5,794,142. 

Regarding Claims 6 and 14, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg 
discloses the method according to claim 1 and the mobile communication terminal 
according to claim 9 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein the step of applying the 
change in the at least one function comprises deactivating of a menu for selecting the at 
least one function that becomes unavailable due to the change in the class of the user 
and wherein said control section deactivates a menu for selecting the at least one 
function that becomes unavailable due to the change in the class of the user. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Vanttila discloses a mobile terminal having network 
services activation through the use of point-to-point short message service. Vanttila 
further discloses wherein the step of applying the change in the at least one function 
comprises deactivating of a menu for selecting the at least one function that becomes 
unavailable due to the change in the class of the user and wherein said control section 
(network operator) deactivates a menu for selecting the at least one function that 
becomes unavailable due to the change in the class of the user (Col. 7, lines 36-48). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide means for activating or deactivating menu options/features 
based on established criteria. 
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Regarding Claim 8, the combination of Igarashi and Brandenberg discloses the 
mobile communication terminal according to claim 7 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein said memory stores 
information including at least one of a function identification (ID) representing a unique 
number assigned to the at least one function, a function name, a function type showing 
the at least one condition for selecting the at least one function, and a service code 
corresponding to the at least one function. 

Vanttila discloses wherein said memory stores (24) information including at least 
one of a function identification (ID) (identification code) representing a unique number 
assigned to the at least one function, a function name (feature name), a function type 
(activation or deactivation, shown in table) showing the at least one condition for 
selecting the at least one function, and a service code (feature code) corresponding to 
the at least one function (Col. 5, Table and lines 51-61). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide the claimed information for each service function to allow the 
user to distinguish between the different services and to make their available selections 
by using the service/feature codes. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Espejo et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,748,066 discloses a pre-paid wireless interactive 
voice response system with variable announcements. 
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Kennedy, III et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,535,743 discloses a system and method for 
providing directions using a communication network. 

Lohtia et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,560,456 discloses a system and method for 
providing subscriber-initiated information over the short message service (sms) or a 
microbrowser. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shantell Portis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0886. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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